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Continue activities following the story - Good People

By: Naomi Shemer
Illustrations: Yossi Abulafiya
הוֹצָאָה: עם עובד

Age Group: Preschool (4-6)

 כְּלָלִי 

Family Activities:

Open your eyes and look around…  Good people can be found everywhere, but we don’t
always notice them.  You can discuss with your children who the “good people” are in
your lives and what makes them good.  You might want to prepare a booklet and ask
your children to draw the good people who surround you: family, friends, neighbors,
teachers etc.

Invite your children to take a close look at Yossi Abulafiya’s illustrations of the song. 
How many “good people” can you find on each page? What are they doing?

Are you acquainted with other songs by Naomi Shemer? Do your children know them as
well? This is an opportunity for you to teach your children a new song. Together you
can prepare a song book of songs you love, and organize a sing-along with family and
friends.

You can create your own special rose-colored binoculars, through which the world looks
positive and rosy.  Take two empty toilet paper rolls,you’re your child to decorate them
and attach them to one another with glue.  At one end of the rolls attach pink-colored
cellophane wrap, and take a good look around you!

Does your child know the way to kindergarten? Together you can draw a map of the
road from your home to the classroom, adding images of “good people” along the way.

You and your children can take a walk in the neighborhood and be “good people” for
others! Before setting out, try to think of things good people would do (for example,
watering a dried-up plant, feeding crumbs to hungry birds, greeting people with a smile
and a warm “shalom!”…)
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Who are the “good people” you met today? You may want to initiate a family bedtime
tradition of reflecting and remembering all the good people and things you encountered
during the day. Be sure to mention ways in which you were “good people” for others as
well!

A Good Eye

2000 years ago Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakkai asked his pupils to suggest what aids a
person in walking the proper, righteous path through life. His pupils looked around and
saw good and righteous people of different sorts:

[Rabbi Yochanan] said to them: Go and see which is the best trait for a person to
acquire. Said Rabbi Eliezer: A good eye. Said Rabbi Joshua: A good friend. Said Rabbi
Yossei: A good neighbor. Said Rabbi Shimon: To see what is born [out of ones actions].
Said Rabbi Elazar: A good heart.

Rabbi Eliezer said that the good path is in the eye of the beholder.  One who has a good
eye sees the good and righteous in others, and acts so himself. Rabbi Joshua and Rabbi
Yossei stressed the importance of those who share our path – friends and neighbors.
Rabbi Shimon recommended examining one’s actions in light of their future
consequences, and Rabbi Elazar said that it all begins with what is in one’s heart.

Naomi Shemer suggests that we open our eyes and see those who share the righteous
path, in order to learn from them so that we too can be “good people” on the positive,
righteous and pleasant path of life.
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