Continue activities following the story - The King’s Golden Shoes
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Activities You Can Do at Home
e Flip through the book, paying particular attention to the illustrations by Shai
Charka. How did the illustrator choose to depict the behavior of the people of
Chelm? You might ask your children to suggest other ways that the people of
Chelm could have conveyed honor and esteem for their

¢ What makes you laugh? The Chelm stories paint human behavior in a ridiculous
and amusing light. Similar tales — about Jucha, Hershele, and Chusham — appear in
different cultures. Do you know any stories about these characters? You can look
at home or at the library for more collections of humorous folktales and share
them with your

e Spread a towel or rag on the floor, to symbolize the mud in Chelm’s streets, and
use simple costumes and props (shoes, hats, scarves) to act out the

e The people of Chelm look for a way to distinguish the king from the rest of the
townspeople, because it’s important that he “be honored at his full value.” After
you read the story, discuss the value of deeds vs. status and honor. Ask your
children what they think makes someone worthy of being honored?

o After reading the story, your children could try being “King for a Day.” A pretty
scarf or shawl can be made into a robe; they can borrow mom’s or dad’s shoes;
you could work together to make a crown. How does it feel to be like the king in
the story? How do the onlookers (you-their parents!) honor him?
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